
An overview of the activities of 
executives of the New Israel Fund and 
organizations funded by it that 
demonize Israel and the use of similar 
rhetoric by international organizations 
in their campaigns to boycott Israel.

and the BDS campaign





The New 
Israel Fund
Since 1978 the NIF has granted over 
$250,000,000 to some 850 
organizations in Israel.
The NIF is active in many areas, 
including religion, social affairs, law, 
education, government and the 
environment. 
This booklet details the activities of NIF 
grantee organizations against IDF and 
Israeli state policy.  



The booklet presented here is a collection of facts on the activities of 

organizations and activists from the New Israel Fund (NIF), as well as 

information about the activities of certain organizations and activists 

from international groups calling for a boycott of Israel that have no 

connection to the NIF.

This booklet is based on information that was freely available at the 

time the research was conducted.

It should be noted that despite the major effort invested in the 

preparation of this booklet, there is always the possibility that additional 

sources exist that could have affected the research results and which 

did not reach us. In order for the information in this booklet to be 

accurate, we would be grateful to anyone who has such information 

and brings it to our attention, and we will make any corrections 

required in the wake of any information received. We will ensure that 

such information is included in future editions. 

In any event – any person acting in reliance on the information 

presented here does so on his own responsibility, and in accordance 

with this caveat. 

Im Tirtzu  |  Registered Organization 580471662 |  Tel: 072-2606235  |  Fax: 02-5323002

P.O.B. 53204 Jerusalem 9153100  |  Matan Peleg CEO  |  Alon Schvartzer Head of the Policy and Advocacy Dept.  

Sheila Brezinski Director of Planning and Logistics  |  Roni Savaldi Content and Culture Coordinator

 



1

2

3

4

5

6

Accusing Israel of war crimes [9]

Prosecuting IDF officers abroad [17]

Calls for a boycott and sanctions against Israel [25] 

Legal activity against Israel [33]

Creating international pressure on Israel [49]

Negating the idea of the Jewish state [57]

Table of Contents



Disclaimer

Certain sections in this publication provide examples 
of international organizations calling for a boycott 
of the State of Israel.  Those organizations are 
neither sponsored nor supported by the New Israel 
Fund and are included in this publication solely for 
purposes of facilitating a comparative analysis of 
the modes, methods and terminology employed by 
the various organizations.  These examples should 
not be construed as intimating in any way that such 
international organizations calling for the boycott of 
Israel are in any way connected to, affiliated with, or 
supported by, the New Israel Fund.



The State of Israel has witnessed a wave of 
delegitimization in recent years that has not been 
seen before.  Israel’s enemies undertake smear 
campaigns designed to turn Israel into a pariah, 
isolated among the family of nations.  Israeli 
NGOs operate in Israel to shame Israel internally 
and externally.  With slander and a twisting of 
the truth, the IDF is portrayed as unethical, Israel 
is shown as a serial violator of international law, 
and Israel’s leaders are painted as criminals.  The 
weight behind these organizations is in their claim 
to act on behalf of all citizens.  In practice, these 
organizations are used as a tool by organizations 
outside Israel.

The New Israel Fund provides financial support 
to organizations1 that use terminology about 
Israel such as "war crimes," "apartheid policies," 
"ethnic cleansing," "racism" and the like.  
These misrepresentations coming from Israeli 
organizations,  funded by foreign entities, are used 
as the incendiary material by the international 
boycott movement.

Although the New Israel Fund has previously 
declared that it would not support programs 
and organizations that encourage a boycott 
against Israel,2   it continues to knowingly finance 
organizations that flout these declarations.  
For example, after returning from a mission in 

Brussels in April 2012, Dr. Thabet Abu Rass, the 
head of the Negev branch of Adalah, admitted 
that he wanted “to encourage policy-makers 
to increase the diplomatic pressure exerted on 
Israel.”3 Israel Social TV promotes the use of a 
cellular app called Buycott that, among other 
things, identifies products in Judea and Samaria 
to encourage a boycott of these products.4

This booklet provides a partial list of the New 
Israel Fund’s main statements, as well as the 
activities of the organizations supported by the 
New Israel Fund.  Taken together, they indicated a 
worrying trend that undermines democracy.

Delegitimization against the State of Israel 
is a campaign that affects the economy and 
day-to-day life of the state.  The campaign 
of delegitimization erodes Israel’s national 
strength, limits its ability to defend itself, wears 
away at the country until it no longer exists as 
a Jewish democratic state.  All this is underlined 
by a statement made by one of the former vice 
presidents of the New Israel Fund as shown in a 
WikiLeaks document: “In 100 years Israel would 
be majority Arab and that the disappearance 
of a Jewish state would not be the tragedy that 
Israelis fear…”.5  

The New Israel Fund and
the campaign to boycott 
Israel and its products

1 http://nif.org.il/about/faqs
2 http://nif.org.il/about/faqs 
3 http://adalah.org/newsletter/eng/apr12/docs/Interview%20with%20

Thabet%20Prawer%20April%202012%20Hebrew%20Final.pdf 
4 http://tv.social.org.il/social/2013/09/11/buycott 
5 http://wikileaks.org/cable/2010/02/10TELAVIV439.html



Poster from exhibition by the 

Association for Civil Rights in Israel.

Pictured: "7 rockets are not enough to…"

8



1

Accusing Israel
of war crimes
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1 | Accusing Israel
of war crimes

Just one day after the beginning of the IDF's Operation 

Cast Lead in the Gaza Strip (December 29, 2008), Naomi 

Chazan signed a petition initiated by the International 

Women's Commission. Among other things, this 

petition states: 

… We demand an immediate 
cessation of the aggression 
of the Israeli military forces in 
Gaza, which has already cost 
hundreds of lives.
The slaughter can only 

further fuel the conflict…

Naomi Chazan

NIF board member, 

NIF President (2008-2012) 11



11 organizations were partners in the GazaHeb 

website, which accused the IDF of war crimes 

during Operation Cast Lead. 

(December 2008)

These organizations are funded by the NIF.
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Internal documents of Yesh Din reveal that the 

organization joined delegitimization efforts against 

Israel and a plan to accuse the IDF of war crimes. 

(December 2010)

1 | Accusing Israel
of war crimes

This organization is funded by the NIF.
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Omar Barghouti 

one of the world leaders
of the boycott against
Israel, one of the
founders of BDS
movement.

Similar rhetoric blaming the IDF of war crimes is 

also available on BDS websites.*

This organization  is neither sponsored nor supported by the New Israel Fund

All Israeli academics, like all Israelis 
within a certain age group, with some 
exceptions, serve in the occupation 
reserve army. They serve as occupying 
soldiers part-time every year, three 
months every year…
so you’re either participating in 

committing human rights violations 

or war crimes…



1 | Accusing Israel
of war crimes

Description of activity Name

On December 29, 2009, just one day after the 

beginning of the IDF’s Operation Cast Lead 

in the Gaza Strip, Naomi Chazan signed a 

petition initiated by the International Women’s 

Commission (IWC). Among other things, this 

petition states, “[The IWC]… demands an 

immediate cessation of the aggregation of the 

Israeli military forces in Gaza, which has already 

cost hundreds of lives. The slaughter can only 

further fuel the conflict…”1 

Naomi Chazan
NIF board member
NIF President (2008-2012)

In December 2008, during Operation Cast Lead, 

11 organizations were partners in the GazaHeb  

website,2 which accused the IDF of war crimes.

Physicians for Human Rights • 
Rabbis for Human Rights • Public 
Committee against Torture in 
Israel • Hamoked for the Defence 
of the Individual • Bimkom 
• Gisha • Adalah • Yesh Din • 
B’Tselem • Association for Civil 
Rights in Israel  

In December 2010 internal documents of Yesh Din 

were discovered, proving that the organization 

joined delegitimization efforts against Israel and a 

plan to accuse the IDF of war crimes.3 

Yesh Din

Omer Barghouti is one of the leaders of the 

boycott  against Israel in the world – one of the 

founders of the BDS movement, and accuses 

Israel of war crimes.4

BDS

Sources

1 http://womensphere.wordpress.com/2009/01/12/international-womens-commission-iwc-for-a-just-and-sustainable-palestinian-israeli-peace 

2 www.GazaHeb.Blogspot.com

3 http://www.israelhayom.co.il/site/newsletter_article.php?id=9374

4 http://electronicintifada.net/content/boycotts-work-interview-omar-barghouti/8263



The International Court of Justice in The Hague



Prosecuting IDF 
officers abroad

2





In September 2005, the Israeli daily newspaper 

Haaretz published an essay by Yesh Din legal advisor 

Michael Sfard, implying a call for the prosecution of 

IDF officers abroad.

Michael Sfard

Legal advisor

Yesh Din

…war crimes are international 
crimes… international law 
obligates all other countries to 
investigate them and try them if 
there is enough evidence… 
If not Israel, then England. 

If not the High Court, 

then the House of Lords…

2 | Prosecuting IDF
officers abroad 

19



In 2008 a suit was filed in Spain 
against: Binyamin Ben Eliezer, 
Avi Dichter, Moshe Ya’alon, 
Dan Halutz, Doron Almog, 
Giora Eiland and Michael Herzog. 
In this effort Adalah founder 

and general director Hassan 

Jabareen sent an expert 

opinion to the Spanish court for 
the plaintiff’s legal team…

Hassan Jabareen

 Adalah founder

 and general director

This organization

is funded by the NIF
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In Lebanon and Gaza residential 
neighborhoods are being erased, 
in our name. In Lebanon and Gaza 
IDF soldiers are participating in 
war crimes. We call on IDF soldiers 
from here – to not participate in 
war crimes. 
… And anyone who does take 

part, a court will be waiting for 

him, and if not in Israel, then 

abroad…

At a demonstration held at the height of the Second 

Lebanon War, Dr. Yishai Menuhin, director of Public 

Committee against Torture in Israel, threatened to 

prosecute IDF soldiers abroad on war crimes charges: 

(July 2006)

Dr. Yishai Menuhin

Director, Public Committee 

against Torture in Israel and 

Chairman, Israel Branch, 

Amnesty International

2 | Prosecuting IDF
officers abroad 

This organization

is funded by the NIF

21



This organization  is neither sponsored nor supported by the New Israel Fund

The same rhetoric blaming Israeli officers and 

officials for war crimes is also on BDS websites.*

The LONDON BDS site 

reports on the cancellation 

of Doron Almog’s arrival to 

England following an 

attempt to prosecute him

A letter to the City of 

Surrey, Canada, that 

requests the city to stop 

cooperating with war 

criminals.



2 | Prosecuting IDF
officers abroad 

1 http://www.haaretz.co.il/opinions/1.1044191 

2 http://www.imti.org.il/Reports/NIF-ADALA-Report.pdf

3 From the Israel Social TV  website - http://tv.social.org.il/politics/2006/07/22/hafgana-22-7-06-web

4 http://londonbds.org/tag/war-crimes/

5 http://sabbah.biz/mt/archives/2014/02/18/open-letter-surrey-mayor-council-re-war-criminal-ehud-baraks-visit

Description of activity Name

In September 2005, he published an essay in the 

Israeli daily newspaper Haaretz, implying a call for the 

prosecution of IDF officers abroad: “…war crimes are 

international crimes… international law obligates all 

other countries to investigate them and try them if 

there is enough evidence… If not Israel, then England. 

If not the High Court, then the House of Lords."1 

Michael Sfard – Legal advisor to 
Yesh Din

In 2008 a suit was filed in Spain against: Binyamin Ben 

Eliezer, Avi Dichter, Moshe Ya’alon, Dan Halutz, Doron 

Almog, Giora Eiland and Michael Herzog. In this effort 

Adalah founder and general director Hassan Jabareen 

sent an expert opinion to the Spanish court for the 

plaintiff’s legal team.2 

Hassan Jabareen, Adalah founder 
and general director

In July 2006, at a demonstration held at the height 

of the Second Lebanon War, Dr. Yishai Menuhin, 

Director of Public Committee against Torture in Israel, 

threatened to prosecute IDF soldiers abroad on war 

crimes charges: “In Lebanon and Gaza residential 

neighborhoods are being erased, in our name. In 

Lebanon and Gaza IDF soldiers are participating in 

war crimes. We call on IDF soldiers from here – to not 

participate in war crimes. … And anyone who does 

take part, a court will be waiting for him, and if not in 

Israel, then abroad…”3 

Dr. Yishai Menuhin, director of 
Public Committee against Torture 
in Israel  and chair of the Israeli 
branch of Amnesty International

BDS organizations from around the world call to 

prosecute Israeli officials, which Adalah and other 

Israeli organizations have already tried to prosecute.4,5

BDS

Sources
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Poster of the BDS worldwide campaign
calling to boycott Israel

24

This organization  is neither sponsored nor supported by the New Israel Fund



Calls for
a boycott 

and sanctions
against Israel
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3 | Calls for a boycott and
sanctions against Israel

This organization

is funded by the NIF

And the European 
community will impose 
on Israel the end of the 
apartheid regime 
without war
A serious boycott 

will be enough

From an article “A gang of murderers” in his column The Red Rag 

In a forum on the website The Left Bank – 23 February 2010

Gideon Spiro

a member of the Audit 

Committee of the 

organization Physicians for 

Human Rights



This organization

is funded by the NIF

The anti-Israel boycott movement in South Africa (BDS 

South Africa) invited its activists to two lectures by 

Yehuda Shaul, Head of Public Affairs for Breaking the 

Silence (Shovrim Shtikah).  BDS South Africa notes that the 

Breaking the Silence testimonies strengthen the reasons 

to boycott Israel.



3 | Calls for a boycott and
sanctions against Israel

This organization

is funded by the NIF

Advertisement on Israel Social TV about the new 

application "Buycott" that among other things identifies 

products manufactured in settlements so that the user 

can avoid purchasing them.      

Users of the application can set their 
consumer preferences… 
such as: boycotting or avoiding 

purchasing products manufactured 

in the settlements… 

Until now there have only been 
isolated instances of real mobilization 
for an effective consumer boycott 
of Israel. Perhaps this application can 
help promote the values we 
believe in.

29



These organizations are funded by the NIF.
Funded by the NIF

until 2011

The Coalition of Women for Peace project Who Profits from the 

Occupation? included an appeal to the Norwegian government, 

signed by several organizations, for the government’s divestment from 

Elbit Systems, due to Elbit’s involvement in the construction of the 

security fence. The Norwegian government acceded to this demand, 

following which other investors also divested themselves from Elbit 

Systems.

…We therefore urge the Council 
on Ethics to remove from the 

fund's investment portfolio all 

corporations that support and 

maintain the Israeli occupation 

of the Palestinian territory...

Naomi Chazan

NIF board member,

NIF President (2008-2012), 

member of Israel Social TV's 

public council
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3 | Calls for a boycott and
sanctions against Israel

1 http://hagada.org.il/2010/02/23/%D7%A1%D7%9E%D7%A8%D7%98%D7%95%D7%98-%D7%90%D7%93%D7%95%D7%9D-%D7%9B%D7%A0%D7%95
%D7%A4%D7%99%D7%99%D7%AA-%D7%A8%D7%95%D7%A6%D7%97%D7%99%D7%9D/

2 http://documents.guidestar.org.il/PDF/newfiles/desc/2010/117-99-2011-0145249.pdf
3 http://ymlp.com/zRLdy0
4 http://tv.social.org.il/social/2013/09/11/buycott
5 http://coalitionofwomen.org/home/hebrew/sites/cw4p/home/english/articles/pr-norwayfund 
6 http://tv.social.org.il/public-council

*   Coalition of woman for peace was funded by the NIF until 2011

Sources Description of activity Name

Gideon Spiro, former member of the audit committee of Physicians 
for Human Rights, which supports a boycott against Israel.1,2

Gideon Spiro

Many activities of the organization strengthen the foundation of the 

campaign of boycott, sanctions, and divestment (BDS) through 

repeated accusations using phrases such as “war crimes” and 

“violations of international law”.3

Breaking the Silence (Shovrim 
Shtikah)

Israel Social TV supports boycotting items manufactured in the 

settlements, and has promoted a new smartphone application 

"Buycott" that identifies products manufactured in settlements so 

that the user can avoid purchasing them.4

Israel Social TV – Naomi Chazan – 
board member of the New Israel 
Fund, president of the Fund from 
2008-2012 and a member of the 
Public Council of the Israel Social 
TV.

In May 2009, as part of the Who Profits from the Occupation” project, 
launched by Coalition of Women for Peace, a letter was sent to the 
Norwegian government, demanding it divest itself of investments in 
the Israeli company Elbit Systems, due to that company’s involvement 
in the construction of the security fence.5 In the wake of this pressure, 
Norway withdrew its investments in the Israeli company. Excerpt 
from the letter: “…We therefore urge the Council on Ethics to remove 
from the fund’s investment portfolio all corporations that support 
and maintain the Israeli occupation of the Palestinian territory.”6

• Coalition of Women for Peace*
• Mossawa
• Machsom Watch
• Israel Social TV 
• Naomi Chazan – NIF board 

member, NIF President (2008-
2012)

31



Israel's Supreme Court
Photo: PR Supreme Court
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Legal activity
against Israel

4
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Photo: IDF Spokesperson



Following the terror flotilla to Gaza in May, 2010, several 

organizations filed a habeas corpus petition on behalf of 

the flotilla activists, in order to force the state to disclose 

the whereabouts of the activists who were arrested.

The organizers of the flotilla were in 
contact with Petitioner No. 1 [Adalah] 
yesterday and requested that 
in the event that there would be 

a takeover of the flotilla, any of the 

passengers who would be

detained or arraigned would be 

represented.

4 | Legal activity
against Israel 

Excerpt from the ruling. The petition was denied, HCJ 4169/10.

These organizations are funded by the NIF.
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Several organizations called for the Supreme Court to 

cancel the travel ban against Al-Haq General Director 

Shawan Jabarin, senior member of the Popular Front for the 

Liberation of Palestine terrorist organization.

(February 2012)

Excerpt from the ruling. The petition was denied, HCJ 1520/09

A Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, who 
spends part of his time heading a 
human rights organization and at 

other times is active in a terrorist 

organization that does not shun 

murder and attempted murder, 
which have nothing to do with 
rights…

Shawan Jabarin

Al-Haq General Director 

These organizations are funded by the NIF.
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Hamoked for the Defense of the Individual petitioned the 

High Court of Justice to prevent the demolition of the 

home of the terrorist who murdered 8 high school students 

at Mercaz Harav yeshiva. The petition was denied.

(2008)

HCJ 9353/08.

Photo: Mercaz Harav Yeshiva

4 | Legal activity
against Israel 

This organization

is funded by the NIF
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Nurit Peled-Elhanan 

one of the founders

 of the Russell Tribunal 

for Palestine

The idea is to demand that 
European Countries force Israel to 
respect international law, this is a 
tribunal of the conscience… 
I support whatever it takes that 

will force Israel to act in a 

correct, democratic manner… 

European public opinion, 

especially after Operation Cast 

Lead is ripe for the support of 

sanctions against Israel.

The Russell Tribunal for Palestine has 

no legal status. It puts on show trials against Israel.  

38

This organization  is neither sponsored nor supported by the New Israel Fund



4 | Legal activity
against Israel 

1 http://www.phr.org.il/uploaded/1_עתירה20%הביאס20%קורפוס.doc.para. 7

2 http://www.stoptorture.org.il/ar/node/1795

3 The High Court of Justice 1520/09 Shawan Abdallah Jabarin Vs. IDF Commander of the West Bank http://elyon1.court.gov.il/files/09/200/015/

p02/09015200.p02.html.  For more on this matter, see: http://www.alhaq.org/etemplate.php?id=55 , ,http://palestinechronicle.com/view_article_

details.php?id=13913, http://www.omct.org/human-rights-defenders/urgent-interventions/israel/2010/04/d20638/ 

4 It is noteworthy that Adalah conducts joint activities with Al-Haq. In addition, Al-Haq is a member of PNGO (Palestinian NGO Network, the umbrella 

organization of Palestinian organizations that, among other things, promote BDS. Al Haq is also an active participant in promoting the academic 

boycott against Israel. http://www.pngo.net/default.asp?i=190

5 http://elyon1.court.gov.il/files/08/530/093/c05/08093530.c05.html

6 http://www.haaretz.co.il/news/politics/1.1191792

7 http://www.russelltribunalonpalestine.com/en/about-rtop/how-we-operate

Sources Description of activity Name

In May, 2010, following the terror flotilla to Gaza several 

organizations filed a habeas corpus petition on behalf of 

the flotilla activists, in order to force the state to disclose 

the whereabouts of the activists who were arrested. Excerpt 

from the ruling: “The organizers of the flotilla were in contact 

with Petitioner No. 1 [Adalah] yesterday and requested that 

in the event that there would be a takeover of the flotilla, 

any of the passengers who would be detained or arraigned 

would be represented…”1 

• Adalah 
• Public Committee Against 

Torture in Israel
• Physicians for Human Rights 

In February 2012 the organizations called on the Supreme 

Court to cancel the stay of exit against Al-Haq General 

Director Shawan Jabarin.2 The stay of exit order has been 

imposed on him by the security forces since October 2006, 

because he is a senior member of the Popular Front for the 

Liberation of Palestine terrorist organization, as determined 

by the High Court of Justice in three separate rulings.3 

Three petitions were submitted to the HCJ against the stay 

of exit, and were denied one after the other after the justices 

reviewed classified intelligence material. 

Jabarin was characterized by the judges as “a Dr. Jekyll and 

Mr. Hyde, who spends part of his time heading a human 

rights organization and at other times is active in a terrorist 

organization that does not shun murder and attempted 

murder, which have nothing to do with rights …”4  

• Association for Civil Rights in 
Israel

• B’Tselem
• Gisha
• Public Committee Against 

Torture in Israel
• Yesh Din
• Physicians for Human Rights
• Shomrei Mishpat – Rabbis for 

Human Rights 
• Adalah

In 2008 the organization petitioned the High Court of Justice 

to prevent the demolition of the home of the terrorist who 

murdered 8 high school students at Mercaz Harav yeshiva.5  

Hamoked for the Defense of the 
Individual

The “Russell Tribunal for Palestine” is an international forum 

holding show trials against Israel, and advances sanctions 

and boycotts against Israel and its products. Nurit Peled-

Elhanan, one of the founders of the “Russell Tribunal for 

Palestine” was quoted as saying: “The idea is to demand that 

European Countries force Israel to respect international law, 

this is a tribunal of the conscience… I support whatever 

it takes that will force Israel to act in a correct, democratic 

manner… European public opinion, especially after 

“Operation Cast Lead” is ripe for the support of sanctions 

against Israel.”6,7

Russell Tribunal for Palestine
The Russell Tribunal for Palestine 
is not related to the NIF

39



Judge Goldstone at the UN
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Creating
international

pressure on Israel
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Judge  Richard Goldstone

Author of the UN report on 

Operation Cast Lead

Over 90% 
of the information

given to the Goldstone 

Commission by Israeli 

NGOs, and which put Israel 

in a negative light, came 

from 16 organizations 

funded by the NIF. 

This information was used by 
the commission to accuse 
the IDF of war crimes.

Published in Maariv, February 2010

5 | Creating international
pressure on Israel 
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Adalah sent an urgent request to the UN to intervene 

in the arrest of Ameer Makhoul, following suspicions 

that he spied against Israel (May 2010). Makhoul was 

later convicted of aggravated spying against Israel.

This organization

is funded by the NIF
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5 |

This organization

is funded by the NIF

We wanted to increase 
awareness of a problem in the 
highest echelons of the 
European Union and to 
encourage policy makers to 
increase the diplomatic pressure 
applied to Israel.

From conversation held with Dr. Thabet Abu Rass on the topic 

"Why the European Union must intervene to stop the ‘Prawer Plan’.” (April 2012)

Dr. Thabet Abu Rass

Head of Adalah Branch

 in the Negev on

 assignment to Brussels.

Creating international
pressure on Israel 

45



During the presentation of the Prawer Bill on June 20, 2013, 

in the European Parliaments’ Human Rights Sub-Committee, 

representatives of Adalah, The Coexistence Forum and 

EMHRN argued that the bill expresses principles of 

Apartheid and martial law. Following their speech, Member 

of Parliament David Martin summarized:

These organizations are funded by the NIF.

Discussion in the European Parliaments’ Human Rights Sub-Committee on June 20, 2013.

I want to take our guests’ words 
one step forward, they describe it 
as Apartheid. I don’t use this word 

lightly but I think what we are 

seeing is ethnic cleansing.

David Martin

Member of the European 

Parliament and Chair 

of the Human Rights 

Sub-Committee

46



5 | Creating international
pressure on Israel 

1 http://imti.org.il/docs/P188/?ThisPageID=676 ; http://www.nrg.co.il/online/1/ART2/046/583.html
2 From the organization’s website - http://www.adalah.org/eng/docs/statement.pdf
3 http://www.haaretz.co.il/misc/1.1203959 
4 http://adalah.org/newsletter/eng/apr12/docs/Interview%20with%20Thabet%20Prawer%20April%202012%20Hebrew%20Final.pdf
5 http://www.ngo-monitor.org.il/data/images/File/NGOs_and_the_Negev_Bedouin_Issue_Hebrew.pdf

Description of activity Name

Over 90% of the information given to the Goldstone 
Commission by from Israeli NGOs, and which put Israel 
in a negative light, came from 16 NIF organizations.1  
This information was used by the commission to 
accuse the IDF of war crimes.

16 organizations funded by the 
NIF
 

In May 2010, Adalah sent an urgent request to the UN 
to intervene in the arrest of Ameer Makhoul,2  following 
suspicions that he spied against Israel. Makhoul was 
later convicted of aggravated spying against Israel.3 

Adalah

In April 2012, Dr. Thabet Abu Rass, Head of the Negev 
Branch of Adalah, was sent on assignment in Brussels.  
“We wanted to increase awareness to a problem in 
the highest echelons of the European Union and to 
encourage policy makers to increase the diplomatic 
pressure applied to Israel."4

Adalah

After representatives of Adalah and The Coexistence 
Forum appeared before the European Parliaments’ 
Human Rights Sub-Committee, presented the “Begin 
Plan” and argued that “The bill expresses principles 
of Apartheid and martial law”, Member of Parliament 
David Martin from the Social-Democratic party 
responded and said “I want to take our guests’ words 
one step forward, they describe it is Apartheid. I don’t 
use this word lightly but I think what we are seeing is 
ethnic cleansing.”5

Adalah

Sources
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Illustration: Multi-national state
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Negating the
idea of the 

Jewish state

49





Wikileaks documents revealed remarks by former 

NIF Assistant Director Hedva Radovanitz. 

(2011)

In another hundred years Israel 
will have an Arab majority… 
Israel will disappear as a Jewish 

state and that would not be the 

tragedy that Israelis fear… 
because it will be more 
democratic…

| Negating the idea
of the Jewish state

51



MADA Al-Carmel

This would require a change 

in the constitutional 

structure and a change in the 

definition of the State of 

Israel from a Jewish state to

a democratic state established 
on national and civil equality 
between the two national 
groups…

67% 
of the 

signatories are 

NIF employees 

or senior 

officials in NIF 

organizations

In 2007, Mada al-Carmel published the Haifa 

Declaration, calling for changing the character of the 

State of Israel from Jewish to democratic. 

This organization is funded by the NIF.
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Avrum Burg

Member of the NIF 

International Council and 

former co-Chairman of the 

International Council 

(2009-2011)

The next diplomatic formula that will 
replace the "two states for two 
peoples" will be a civilian formula. 
All the people between the Jordan 
and the sea have the same right to 
equality, justice and freedom. 
In other words, there is a very 

reasonable chance that there will be 

only one state between the Jordan 

and the sea - neither ours nor theirs 

but a mutual one…

December 2011

6 | Negating the idea
of the Jewish state
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In 2007 Adalah published the Democratic Constitution, 

calling it "a constitutional proposal for the State of Israel, 

based on the concept of a democratic, bilingual, 

multicultural state…".

The State of Israel must recognize its 
responsibility for past injustices 
suffered by the Palestinian people…
The State of Israel must recognize, 
therefore, its responsibility for the 
injustices of the Nakba and the 
Occupation; 
recognize the right of return of the 

Palestinian refugees based on UN 

Resolution 194; recognize the right 

of the Palestinian people to 

self-determination, including the 

rights of the Palestinians in Israel as 

a homeland minority…

This organization is funded by the NIF.

54



6 | Negating the idea
of the Jewish state

1 http://www.cablegatesearch.net/cable.php?id=10TELAVIV439&q=nif 

2 http://www.mada-research.org/UserFiles/file/publications_pdf/haifahebrew.pdf ; http://www.kibush.co.il/show_file.asp?num=20042 

3 http://www.haaretz.co.il/opinions/1.1599072

4 http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:http://www.adalah.org/eng/democratic_constitution-e.pdf , see page 3

5 http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:http://www.adalah.org/eng/democratic_constitution-e.pdf  page 4, section 4 of the 

introduction.

Description of activity Name

In 2011 Wikileaks documents revealed remarks by former NIF 

Grants Director Hedva Radovanitz, who said she believed, “in 

another hundred years Israel will have an Arab majority… 

Israel will disappear as a Jewish state and that would not 

be the tragedy that Israelis fear… because it will be more 

democratic…”1 

NIF Assistant Director Hedva 
Radovanitz 

In 2007, Mada al-Carmel published the Haifa Declaration, 

calling for changing the character of the State of Israel from 

Jewish to democratic. Among other things, the declaration 

stated: “This would require a change in the constitutional 

structure and a change in the definition of the State of 

Israel from a Jewish state to a democratic state established 

on national and civil equality between the two national 

groups…”2 

Mada al-Carmel

In a December 2011 article in the Israeli leading daily 

newspaper Haaretz, Avrum Burg wrote. “The next diplomatic 

formula that will replace the “two states for two peoples” will 

be a civilian formula. All the people between the Jordan and 

the sea have the same right to equality, justice and freedom. 

In other words, there is a very reasonable chance that there 

will be only one state between the Jordan and the sea - 

neither ours nor theirs but a mutual one…”3 

Avrum Burg - member of the NIF 
international council and former 
co-chair of the international 
council (2009-2011)

In 2007 Adalah published the Democratic Constitution, 

calling it “a constitutional proposal for the State of Israel, 

based on the concept of a democratic, bilingual, multicultural 

state…”4 

“In order to build an equal and democratic society, free 

of repression and violence, and as a basis for historic 

reconciliation between the State of Israel and the Palestinian 

people and the entire Arab nation, the State of Israel must 

recognize its responsibility for past injustices suffered by the 

Palestinian people, both before and after its establishment. 

The State of Israel must recognize, therefore, its responsibility 

for the injustices of the Nakba and the Occupation; recognize 

the right of return of the Palestinian refugees based on UN 

Resolution 194; recognize the right of the Palestinian people 

to self-determination; and withdraw from all of the territories 

occupied in 1967."5 

Adalah

Sources
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Fighting delegitimization
Saving Israel 

From a BDS campaign

Join Us!
Join Im Tirtzu in strengthening Zionism in Israel!

For further details and to find out how you can help

visit us online at: en.imti.org.il/donate.html

or contact us by email:  ilanab@imti.org.il
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